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Story Release 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Education is a Family Affair for Louise Dodson, Valedictorian at LaGrange High
LaGrange, Ga., June 8, 2021 – A few years after her brother was named salutatorian at LaGrange High, Louise Dodson ended her senior year one step higher as valedictorian of the Class of 2021. Smiling, Dodson said, “My brother, Clay, has always been supportive of me. He told me that he knew I could do it and that was very meaningful to me.”

Their mother, Laura, is a counselor at the school and says that she is proud of her kids because they worked very hard for the achievement. “I always feel that education is really important and it opens a lot of doors to do a lot of things that you really want to do,” she said.
So while Louise was preparing to give her graduation speech on a sun-filled Saturday morning, she was beaming with pride as she encouraged her fellow classmates to move toward success in the next phase of their life – be it college, the workforce, or the military. 

For Dodson, that next phase will be at the University of Alabama where she will be majoring in biology on the pre-med track. She seeks to also minor in Spanish and nutrition. While the former athlete says there are many teachers who helped her get to this pinnacle, her parents provided support throughout her journey. “My parents have always been incredibly supportive of me doing the best I could do. That has been the biggest sense of help that they have provided,” she said. While at LaGrange High, she was a member of the Service Club, National Honor Society, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

During the pandemic Dodson concentrated on her advanced placement exams so she began studying really hard to achieve the grades she desired. When senior year started, “I just wanted to be on top of things and get the school year going. I am glad we made it to this point and now we have made it through together.” 

About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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Photo: Laura and her mother at the LHS graduation. 
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