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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TCSS Graduation Rate is Above State Average for Third Year in a Row
TCSS continues closing the gap for subgroups

LaGrange, Ga., November 11, 2020 – When graduation rates were released, Troup County School System (TCSS) had something to celebrate – system numbers were higher than the state average for the third year in a row. The district’s 2020 graduation rate is 85.9 percent. This is only less than one percentage point compared to the previous year’s rate of 86.6 percent. In addition, TCSS is continuously closing the gap and maintaining healthy subgroup graduation rates.
Callaway High School (CHS) stepped out with the highest rate of all three high schools, shooting past 90 percent for the first time ever to 91.2 percent. The administrators have seen a 24 percent increase in rates over a five year period. 
Jonathan Laney, CHS Principal said, “When our leadership team came together for the first time in 2015, we evaluated a tremendous amount of data and identified many areas of strength and areas of concern. Our strengths were clear. We had a highly dedicated staff, an incredibly supportive community, and a great group of kids. Our deficits were equally clear. Our graduation rate was under 70 percent. Less than two out of three black students were earning a diploma and less than 10 percent of students with disabilities were graduating on time. We began a journey to reverse these trends by focusing on the climate and culture of our school.”
Four Year Graduation Rates in TCSS

With a total of 726 graduates, the past four year rates are below: 
	
	2020 Graduation Rate
	2019 Graduation Rate
	2018 Graduation Rate
	2017 Graduation Rate

	Callaway High School
	91.2%
	86.7%
	84.1%
	78.5%

	LaGrange High School
	82.7%
	86.4%
	81.9%
	79.9%

	Troup High School
	86.5%
	87.2%
	87.2%
	78.0%

	TCSS
	85.9%
	86.6%
	84.1%
	78.0%

	State of Georgia
	83.8%
	82.0%
	81.6%
	80.6%


All high schools have shown steady growth in graduation rates, with all three high schools seeing double digit increases over the past five years. TCSS has moved up 14.5 percentage points over a five-year period.

“While our overall district graduation rate dipped slightly, there is no cause for alarm. We are above the state average and we look forward to graduating kids on time. Thanks to the staff and students that helped us get to where we did. We will continue challenging ourselves to meet the needs of all kids, no matter the circumstance,” said Dr. Brian Shumate, TCSS Superintendent.

He continued, “While this pandemic has been tragic on many efforts, it caused us to accelerate efforts in programming and what we offer all students. In the long run, we look forward to this paying off with improvements in graduation rates.”

TCSS Subgroup data is contained in the chart below. Georgia Department of Education only reports data if there are 15 or more students in the cohort class. 
	TCSS Subgroup
	SY2020
	SY2019
	SY2018
	SY2017
	SY2016
	SY2015

	Asian
	95
	
	87.5
	94.1
	100
	63.6

	Black
	86.5
	84.27
	81.14
	74.3
	73.5
	67.9

	Hispanic
	82.4
	90
	76
	76.9
	74.2
	69

	Multi-Racial
	73.3
	85.37
	79.31
	75.9
	65.5
	67.6

	White
	86.2
	87.78
	87.12
	80.4
	79.3
	75.1

	ED
	79.1
	81.59
	75.06
	68
	67.2
	60.2

	EL
	76
	
	80
	
	
	55

	SWD
	75.3
	71.28
	66.13
	56.3
	44.4
	36.2

	ALL
	85.9
	86.57
	84.13
	78
	76.9
	71.4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gap B/W
	-0.3
	3.51
	5.98
	6.1
	5.8
	7.2


Graduation Rates Defined
Each year, the Georgia Department of Education releases a four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate, which is required by the U.S. Department of Education. This rate is defined as the number of students who enter their high school freshman year together and graduate within four years together. It includes adjustments for student transfers. If students drop out, or are removed from school for disciplinary reasons, that cohort group rate is impacted.  

State School Superintendent Richard Woods said. “I’m very proud today of the class of 2020,” State School Superintendent Richard Woods said. “These students were faced with difficulties none of us could have imagined due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but they have shown over and over again that they were able to rise above. While these results are positive, we cannot stop here. We must provide tailored and personalized pathways to ensure every student sees the relevance in their education, stays in school, and receives a high-school diploma that prepares them for their future.”  
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The TCSS 2020 graduation rate is 85.9 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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