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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Troup County Recognized for Work in Supporting Early School Success

Campaign for Grade-Level Reading announces Bright Spot Communities 

LaGrange GA, May 4, 2021 – The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) recently announced that Troup County is a 2021 Bright Spot community for its responses to the COVID crisis.

Specifically, CGLR is highlighting communities that developed exemplary or innovative responses to the COVID crisis; including new or adaptive roles, programs, organizational relationships/collaborations and policies and/or resources. The Campaign is recognizing communities for crafting solutions that seem especially effective, replication-worthy and/or deserving of being sustained during the post-COVID period.
Troup County is the recipient of this award due to the efforts of the GET TROUP READING Campaign that was formed three years ago. The foundation that was laid over the past three years, collaborating with many community agencies working together to strengthen early learning initiatives in Troup County, enabled the county to be more prepared during the pandemic.  
Kim Myers is the executive director GET TROUP READING. She said, “Thanks to the strong foundation of the GET TROUP READING partners- Troup County Center for Strategic Planning, Troup County Family Connection Authority, the Troup County School System, and United Way of West Georgia - we were in a great place to deal with the unexpected events of the COVID-19 crisis.  Even though the world stopped, we continued to meet the needs of our students and their families”
Myers continued by thanking the organization, “We appreciate this national recognition as a Bright Spot community and look forward to not only sharing our experiences but continuing to learn from other Bright Spot communities about how they’ve navigated the challenges caused by COVID-19.”

GET TROUP READING was highlighted as an innovative programs that was quickly put into place during the pandemic where numerous children’s book distribution sites were deployed during the COVID- 19 shutdown to encourage families to read every day with their children. 
There were also virtual tutoring programs for elementary learners during the summer of 2020 that continued into the school year. While the community provided financial grants to keep many of the county’s early learning centers open and operating during the early days of the pandemic, professional learning opportunities for early learning centers, teachers, and families was provided through partnerships with other state agencies.

Nicole Kennedy, the Title I Parent and Family Engagement Coordinator for the Troup County School System and an active leader of GET TROUP READING shared, “Recognizing the seriousness of learning loss during the pandemic, especially for our marginalized students, we launched two virtual tutoring initiatives in June 2020 called READ-LEARN-GROW and 345 THRIVE!. These programs focus on supporting virtual students in first through fifth grades and helping parents develop tools to help their children at home. We trained community volunteers, including high school and college students, to work with our children during this time. These volunteers are making a difference!”

In Troup County, the local GLR campaign is funded by the Callaway Foundation, Troup County Center for Strategic Planning, Troup County Family Connection Authority, the Troup County School System, and United Way of West Georgia. The local campaign is also supported by a community of faith-based partners, civic groups, colleges, and concerned citizens who want to make a difference in our community.
About the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
Launched in 2010, the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading is a collaborative effort of funders, nonprofit partners, business leaders, government agencies, states and communities across the nation to ensure that many more children from low-income families succeed in school and graduate prepared for college, a career and active citizenship. Since its launch, CGLR has grown to include more than 300 communities, representing 45 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and two provinces in Canada — with 5,000+ local organizations and 510 state and local funders (including 200+ United Ways). To learn more, visit gradelevelreading.net and follow the movement on Twitter @readingby3rd.
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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