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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
After Retiring From TCSS, Dad Turns the Keys to His Classroom Over to His Daughter
LaGrange, Ga., September 28, 2020 – When David Curtis, a former educator at Callaway High School and State Teacher of the Year nominee in Georgia, decided to retire this past school year, it was a little bittersweet. “There’s nothing like being a teacher. There is an investment that goes beyond what you could ever expect. It was truly my calling.”
While clearing out his room over the summer months was heartfelt, he had faith his students were definitely in good hands. He was handing the keys over to his daughter, Christiane Williams. A few years after sitting in the same room with her father as a student, she was now going to be at the head of the class as the teacher. 

“I had him as my teacher for three years…chemistry, physics…and I got in trouble for not doing my homework even though I had a built in tutor,” Williams laughed as she remembered her time in her dad’s classroom. “When I graduated from Callaway, I was looking into getting a degree in Biology. I considered everything but teaching. Then I signed up to substitute teach in my spare time and I fell in love with it.”

It’s not a big surprise as Williams comes from a long line of educators. Her father was an educator. Her mother is still teaching at Callaway Middle School. Her grandmother was an educator. And a host of great aunts, cousins, and other family members are all educators. Curtis said, “I had no doubt that she (Williams) knew she could be a teacher. She was exposed to it. To be an educator, it has to be a ministry for you. You have to balance your hobbies and teaching, so it’s truly a calling. You have to honest, hardworking, and sensitive. Those are all the things we raised our kids to be so I had no doubt that she would figure out what her ministry was.”
Curtis knows Williams is a phenomenal teacher. He admitted to peeking into her classroom while he was on his planning period. He said she has passion, enthusiasm, and the support of other teachers and staff in the building. 

Even though Curtis wasn’t able to have the retirement of his desire due to restraints around the pandemic during the spring months, he has left an indelible impression on his students, “I’ve put so much work into this community and this school. It’s hard to leave something you’ve invested your entire life into. I coached football, baseball, wrestling…I was the sponsor for several clubs included Beta and SWAT (Students with a Testimony), so I leave a lot of my teaching behind with the students as well as the teachers that I mentored.”
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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