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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TCSS is ‘Now Playing: School Lunch’ for National School Lunch Week

LaGrange, GA., October 8, 2020 – Troup County School System (TCSS) nutrition employees have been working nonstop since the spring; providing breakfast and lunch meals to children 18 and under throughout the county. Some of those days, there were over 30,000 meals served in one day.

October 12-16, 2020 is National School Lunch Week (NSLW), and the TCSS employees who work tirelessly to serve students are a part of this celebration. The NSLW program serves nearly 30 million children each day and the theme this year is ‘Now Playing: School Lunch’. During this time, employees will find new ways to safely celebrate in their schools and place a spotlight on hit menu items that students love. TCSS’s Nutrition Department is hosting a decorating competition between all schools to determine the best interpretation of the movie themes.  
“National School Lunch Week provides us an opportunity to highlight our awesome employees and educate parents and students about the benefits of the school lunch program. As always, we focus on serving students enjoyable, exciting meals that are seasonally appropriate” said Diane Pain, Director of School Nutrition for TCSS. “Before adding any new menu item, it’s important we sample it with students. They provide the feedback and we make adjustments and add as necessary.”
Christine Gatlin, Cafeteria Manager at Gardner Newman Middle School said she came to work at TCSS because her friends told her it was a great place to be, “I hadn’t really thought about it until they suggested it and I applied and jumped right in. I like the people I work with; the students, the staff, everyone. Middle schoolers are grown little people because they know what they like and want. They are respectful and responsible like the Gardner Newman way states.”
This year TCSS plans to serve 11,000 daily meals. In addition to breakfast and lunch, TCSS has several programs that serve supper. The school system also participates in the Seamless Summer Meal Program which is providing free breakfast and lunch for all kids under 18. Children do not have to be a TCSS student to participate. 
 
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 

###
Photo 1: Christine Gatlin helps a student purchase his lunch.

Photo 2: Students at Clearview Elementary eat lunch. 
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