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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Neighbors Share Valedictorian Honor
LaGrange, Ga., May 27, 2021 – Every valedictorian story is different, but when you ask Emilee Johnson and Chloe Thames about sharing the title at Troup High (THS) they laugh and say, “Well, we have known each other since middle school and we stay in the same neighborhood so that makes it interesting and fun.” 
Emilee Johnson

Johnson plans to attend Southern Union State Community College to pursue a major in elementary education and minor in history. She plans to teach elementary school because she believes those are the most impactful years in a kid’s life. That’s no surprise as her mom, Samantha Johnson, is a teacher at THS. They were together when she found out she was co-valedictorian of the class.
Of the moment, Johnson says, “It was a surprise to us all. I have always taken college-level classes and maintained all A’s, so we knew I was up in the rankings but we didn’t know I was valedictorian. It was a really exciting moment. Not everyone gets to share moments like that with their mom so it was really special for us to share that moment together.”
As a softball player and a member of various school clubs, she always tells those students entering high school to, “Join a club, a class, or anything to help you get involved. Freshman should also get to know their counselor because they are the biggest life support in high school. I also encourage students to get closer to their teachers because they are not going to help you if you don’t help you. It’s always good to have a better standing with your teachers.” 

Chloe Thames
While Thames always enjoyed baking and cooking, she spent more time learning about it during the pandemic. That didn’t stop her from reaching the top spot in her class. Her mother, brother, and father were always confident in her academic abilities and were very excited when they received the word she was valedictorian, “My brother, especially, has always been supportive and confident in me so he wasn’t surprised. We were all excited.” 
According to Thames, who also enjoys reading, any freshman looking to succeed in high school should find what they enjoy doing. “There are so many paths you can take at Troup High. You can take the more academic route, or you can take trade or CTAE classes like graphic design or automotive. These are just a few of the really big things we have here at Troup. They have shown all kids that school can be cool no matter what path they may want to choose and pursue in life.”  

She will be attending the University of Georgia and major in science education with a focus in chemistry. She plans to continue on to pursue teaching chemistry to high school students. Thames said, “No matter where I end up, I will always remember my time here at Troup High and take those experiences with me.”
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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