[image: image1.png]~~
S S
~J

Troup County School System

Your Future Starts Today




Story Release 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TCSS Announces Virtual Learning for All Students 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 – Friday, January 8, 2021
Traditional learning students will return to in-person learning Monday, January 11, 2021
LaGrange, Ga., December 14, 2020 – All Troup County School System (TCSS) students will be virtual learners for one week following the December holiday break. This announcement was made during the Monday Board of Education Work Session and discussed by board members before the agreement to move forward.
Virtual learning days for all students are Tuesday, January 5, 2021 – Friday, January 8, 2021.

The main consensus was that since students and staff have returned from Thanksgiving break, the system has reported the highest number of positive and quarantined cases since school started in August. The decision was made to allow for families to self-quarantine into the new year and track any potential symptoms while at home following the holiday break.  
TCSS Superintendent, Dr. Brian Shumate, said, “We appreciate the staff and community support over the last four months in getting school started – and keeping school open. It has been a monumental effort. While it is our intent to remain open, we have seen a rise in positive cases within the district since the week-long Thanksgiving break. It has caused us to quarantine upwards of 700 students and staff members.”

Shumate continued, “Now, everyone will be out for two full weeks starting Friday. While we request adherence to safety protocols outside of the school buildings, we know there is the potential for family and friend gatherings. The move to virtual learning right after the break is an effort to get ahead of any potential cases that may show up after the holiday break. Families will have time to monitor any symptoms that might be arising, and then get their children and themselves tested before coming back to in-person learning.” 

Student and staff expectations during the four virtual learning days include:  
· All staff will report to assigned locations beginning Monday, January 4th. 

· Teachers will assign work for students via Canvas.

· Students will complete virtual learning assignments as instructed by the teacher.
· All virtual assignments are expected to be turned in by the designated due date.
· TCSS will post a breakfast and lunch meal distribution plan to troup.org by Thursday, December 17th.

· TCSS Custodial Services will deep clean all buses Saturday, December 19th. 
· All TCSS schools will be fogged and deep cleaned over the holiday break.
· Please contact the TCSS Technology Department at 706.812.7979 if there are any internet connectivity concerns.
Shumate concluded, “We know this may cause a hardship for those families needing childcare, but it’s important to ensure the safety of all staff and students. We are prepared for virtual learning; our teachers work in Canvas and are feeling more comfortable with the platform and each student is equipped with a digital learning device. We have hot spots and other internet connectivity options available for students who do not have internet access. As always, we appreciate the support of our families and the community as we continue making decisions that are in the best interest of safety and continuing education.”
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2020 graduation rate is 85.9 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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