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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Saeam Shim Learned English in Four Years – Now He is Valedictorian 
LaGrange, Ga., May 26, 2021 – Four years ago, Saeam Shim and his family left South Korea and moved to Troup County because his father accepted a job at one of the local companies. That year, he stepped in Callaway High School (CHS) with very little knowledge of the English language. Now, he is graduating as the valedictorian of the 2021 class after mastering the grammar and language, thanks in large part to the English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program offered in Troup County School System (TCSS)
Shim said, “It was absolutely the ESOL program that helped me. When I started school, I was nervous and anxious because I couldn’t speak English. I couldn’t understand what my teachers and classmates were talking about. I would ask for tutoring sessions after school. I was not good at hearing and speaking the language. As I was in the ESOL program, I learned the culture, the accent, grammar, and even how to write an essay.”

He has been a member of the Key Club, National Honor Society, Math Club and the Korean American Culture Club. At one time he was a member of the concert band but chose to focus more on his studies. 

“When I came here and started my American life, I knew I wanted to do well academically and I wanted to go to a good school after graduation. I think that most of the underclassmen are where I was when I first came, but if they do their best and try hard, they will be fine. Make a plan for your future and communicate it with your teachers and your classmates…and you will be fine,” said Shim about what he may say in his graduation speech.  

When the pandemic hit last year, Shim stated he focused on studying for his advanced placement exams but he found he was mentally and physically burned out. To combat this burnout, he said walking and exercise helped him take the much needed break he was looking for.  

Shim looks forward to beginning the electrical engineering program at Georgia Tech in the fall. He seeks to carry his talents in the medical system field by working in robotics and engineering. 
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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