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Troup County School System

Your Future Starts Today




Story Release 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
STAR Student and Teacher Named During Zoom Rotary Meeting
LaGrange, Ga., April 14, 2021 – Today, five students and teachers were honored during the 2021 Student Teacher Achievement Recognition (STAR) hosted by the Rotary Club. Tristan Ziegler from LaGrange High School was named Troup County’s STAR Student. This is the second year in a row that a LaGrange High student received this honor. 
Ziegler said, “Mr. Calhoun had a great impact on my life through the year. He just seemed very real…a real person you can talk to.” 
For over 60 years, a top academic senior in each participating Georgia high school is named the STAR student for that high school. Created to focus public attention on Georgia’s outstanding students and teachers, this program showcases the academic achievement of students and a chosen educator who was instrumental in their development. 

To obtain this nomination, students must have the highest score in one sitting on the three-part Scholastic Assessment Test taken through the November test date of their senior year. They must also be in the top 10 percent or be one of the top 10 students of their class based on grade point average. Each high school STAR student is asked to name his/her STAR teacher.  

For the occasion, students also prepared responses from a list of given topics: 

· My Most Memorable Educational Experience

· Ways I Plan to Use My Gifts and Talents to Serve Others

· The STAR Teacher I Chose Made a Difference in My Life

Ziegler will now advance to the regional competition and the winners at that level will go on to compete for the state STAR award. The complete list of STAR students and teachers are:

Callaway High School  

STAR Student:
 
Saeam Shim

STAR Teacher:

David Curtis

Parents:


Mijeong Kim
Principal:


Mr. Jonathan Laney

College


Georgia Tech/Undecided
LaFayette Christian School

STAR Student:

Benjamin Emory Dixon

STAR Teacher:

Mrs. Vikki Stringham

Parents:


Alex and Julie Dixon

Superintendent of Schools:    Mr. John Cipolla

College


Berry College/Biology

LaGrange Academy

STAR Student:

Silas Paul Liechty

STAR Teacher:

Mrs. Janice Ingram

Parents:


Neil and Patricia Liechty

Head Master:


Mr. Brian Dolinger

College


University of Georgia/Business
LaGrange High School

STAR Student:
 
Tristan Cole Ziegler

STAR Teacher:  

Erin Calhoun

Parents: 


Cory Ziegler and Linda Senterfitt

Principal:


Mr. Alton White

College


Georgia Tech/Computer Science

Troup High School 
STAR Student:

Barbara Leigh Hart

STAR Teacher:

David Diehl

Parents:


Diethard and Kriss Lindner





Brian and Jayne Hart 

Principal:


Ms. Elizabeth Watts

College


Georgia Tech/Biomedical Engineering. 

About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
###

Photo: Tristan Cole Ziegler tells why he chose his STAR Teacher, Erin Calhoun. LHS Principal, Alton White, introduced Ziegler. 
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