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Story Release 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Hogansville Elementary Wins Virtual Recess Takeover Contest Featuring NFL Superstar Mark Ingram and $60,000 in Donations and Surprise Gifts
LaGrange, GA., November 9, 2020 – When Troup County School System schools were forced to transition to virtual learning in March, some students who rely on their school as a source of nutrition, learning, exercise and socialization were at risk. In stepped Danimals® and NFL Play60 as they teamed up to put on the ‘Virtual Recess Takeover’ contest, which recognized schools’ vital role in promoting health and wellness through food, exercise and literacy. 

Diane Paine, TCSS Nutrition Director, submitted statements about Hogansville Elementary staff who understood the importance of students continuously receiving healthy meals while school was not in session. Oftentimes, staff members drove meals to children’s homes in addition to the district’s delivery methods. She said, “The principal and counselor personally called each household to ensure they had food and the resources they needed while school was not in session.”

From this submission, Hogansville Elementary was named the grand prize winner where they received a special virtual recess takeover featuring a virtual meet-and-greet with NFL superstar running back Mark Ingram earlier today. Each student also received a ‘swag bag’ with fitness equipment from Danimals® and teachers received a stocked fridge in the teacher’s lounge. Danimals® also awarded ten runner-up schools with a NFLShop.com gift card along with a personalized video message from Mark Ingram.

Dollar General learned about the school being honored. The Dollar General location in Hogansville was aware of the school’s efforts to support literacy. They were eager to add to the initiative through the company’s Reading Revolution program. As such, Dollar General Corporation surprised Principal Turner and the Hogansville school family with a generous $50,000 gift to back the school’s literacy initiatives. The company also awarded approximately $10,000 in supplies, which included a book for every student, gift cards, and 3M supplies to teachers, staff, and administrators.

While Hogansville’s Principal, Gina Turner, was aware of the virtual recess award for her school, the Dollar General donation came as a complete surprise. Almost fighting back tears, she said, “Thank you Dollar General, thank you Danone and NFL Play 60, thank you to all the great people at Hogansville who believes in what we are doing here. Our school will definitely benefit from this donation. We are committed to literacy because it changes the lives of the people in this building every day. Almost everything at Hogansville is grounded in literacy so this donation will be useful for the students and staff here.”
Denine Torr, Dollar General’s senior director of community initiatives said, “During this time when education has been disrupted and there is a threat of a widening academic achievement gap, we are grateful for all the educators who are working to ensure their students receive continuous educational support. Through our mission of Serving Others, we are proud to join Danimals® and help Hogansville Elementary build healthy bodies and minds.”

Amanda Fried, Associate Brand Manager at Danone North America. “Schools are such an important source of consistent nutrition and exercise for kids, particularly those experiencing food-insecurity, we were inspired by the great lengths that the staff at Hogansville Elementary took to continue to support their students amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. We are thrilled to join forces with like-minded partners to celebrate and give back to one of the many deserving schools.” 

K-12 foodservice staff members from across the country were invited to nominate a school, and the contest received nearly 100 submissions with stories of K-12 schools going above and beyond for their students and their communities during the pandemic. 

To learn more about Danimals®, visit www.danimals.com. To learn more about Dollar General, visit www.dollargeneral.com.

About Danone North America:
Danone North America is a purpose-driven company with a portfolio of dairy and plant-based foods. Our portfolio of brands includes: Danimals®, Dannon®, Horizon Organic®, International Delight®, Light + Fit®, Oikos®, Silk®, So Delicious® Dairy Free, STōK™, Two Good®, and many more. Our mission is to “Bring Health Through Food to as Many People as Possible.” As the largest Certified B Corporation in the world, we are working to drive a food revolution, which we do through partnership with all our stakeholders to produce, market, and consume food in new, healthier and more sustainable ways. For more information, visit www.danonenorthamerica.com. 

About Dollar General Corporation:
Dollar General Corporation has been delivering value to shoppers for more than 80 years through its mission of Serving Others. Dollar General helps shoppers Save time. Save money. Every day!® by offering products that are frequently used and replenished, such as food, snacks, health and beauty aids, cleaning supplies, basic apparel, housewares and seasonal items at everyday low prices in convenient neighborhood locations. Dollar General operated 16,720 stores in 46 states as of July 31, 2020. In addition to high-quality private brands, Dollar General sells products from America's most-trusted manufacturers such as Clorox, Energizer, Procter & Gamble, Hanes, Coca-Cola, Mars, Unilever, Nestle, Kimberly-Clark, Kellogg's, General Mills, and PepsiCo. Learn more about Dollar General at www.dollargeneral.com.

About NFL PLAY 60:

NFL PLAY 60 encourages kids to make healthy choices and get moving for 60 minutes every day. To learn more and find activities to get your kids playing 60, visit NFL.com/PLAY60 to learn more.
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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Photo 1: Turner and students celebrate the Dollar General Donation with Superintendent Shumate, Fried, and Torr.
Photo 2: TCSS Supt. Brian Shumate helps a student calibrate their step counter.
Photo 3 and 4: Students show off their NFL PLAY 60 Swag and book. 
Photo 5: Ingram on screen answering questions about his football career and advice he would give students. 

Photo 6: Students in the V.I.P. room who displayed positive characteristics of Hogansville students. 
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