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Story Release 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TCSS Board Chairman, Kirk Hancock, Honored During His 

Final Board Meeting
LaGrange, GA., December 18, 2020 – Last night, during the monthly Troup County School System (TCSS) Board of Education meeting, Board Chairman Kirk Hancock was honored during the awards and recognitions portion of the meeting. 
Dr. Brian Shumate, Superintendent of TCSS, said, “It has been a joy and an honor to work directly with Mr. Hancock. The relationship between Superintendent and Board Chair is important. He has always been a phone call away. I’ve been able to feed off of his fast energy. He cares deeply about kids and pushing us to get better for higher academic standards in a very professional and positive way. I caught the ball and we take it seriously.”

Hancock has been a member of the TCSS board since 2017. As a CEO of a law firm, board members noted his unyielding commitment to students and staff of the school system. 

Cathy Hunt said, “I’ve worked with Kirk through some really tough times and he is truly a leader.” Tanya Jones-Cameron agreed and said, “Board service is the toughest role and you took the role with great leadership and dedication.” Joe Franklin stated, “You have truly made a difference. I appreciate our friendship and your leadership.”
The accolades continued as Becky Grubbs chimed in, “You have a level of expertise that is unsurpassed. You lead the discussion to explain what is going on. It gives a level of transparency that we may not otherwise have.” Rev. Allen Simpson said, “You have been nimble enough to confront the uncomfortable…thank you for your servant leadership. We have courageously led this district.” Brandon Brooks ended comments with, “It's been a wild ride! Something that I've learned through the years is that there are pillars by which an organization is built…you are one of the key pillars that has taken us out of what was, what is, and what will be.” 
On behalf of the Superintendent’s office and the remaining six board members, Dr. Shumate presented Chairman Hancock with a plaque containing a board photo circled by signatures and well wishes from each member.

Chairman Hancock, with his wife Ruth present, became a bit emotional while stating, “You all have made it easy. This has really been like an orchestra leader for me. All I have to do is make sure we are led in the same direction. The friendships and professional relationships have been great. I’m confident that we are in good hands. I have confidence in where we go forward.”

He concluded by saying, “We made a difference. We did it for the kids and the community. We put the kids, teachers, and staff above ourselves. We’ve laid a good foundation. It makes me proud, happy, and confident.”
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2020 graduation rate is 85.9 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 

###
Photo 1 – Board Members and Dr. Shumate present Chairman Hancock with a plaque.

Photo 2 – Chairman Hancock addresses the board and meeting attendees during his last meeting.

Photo 3 – Hancock accepts photo plaque from Dr. Shumate and board members. 
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