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Story Release 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TCSS Names Three New Elementary Principals after Lengthy Interview Panels
LaGrange, Ga., May 25, 2021 – Today, Troup County School System (TCSS) named three new elementary school principals after a lengthy interview process that included up to five interviews for those earning the top spots. 

Congratulations to Dr. Milton Reese who will be the new principal of Callaway Elementary School. Congratulations to Dr. Matthew Body who will be heading the charge at Hollis Hand Elementary School. Congratulations to Martie Hornsby who will take the helm at Rosemont Elementary School.

There were a total of eight candidates interviewed for the positions by three secondary committees and one primary committee. These committees were composed of students, parents, teachers, school staff, and district administrators. After collaboration and thorough discussion among committee members, five finalists were ultimately selected to interview with Dr. Shumate, TCSS Superintendent. 

Callaway Elementary School - Dr. Milton Reese

Dr. Milton Reese is no stranger to TCSS as he was an assistant principal at Callaway Elementary School. He has six years of elementary classroom experience with Terrell County Schools. He has also been an instructional coach in Dougherty County Schools and an assistant principal in Sumter County. 
Of the appointment, Dr. Reese said, “I feel like I’m coming home. I worked at Callaway in 2016 and 2017. I received my first assistant principal position at CES and now I’m coming back as the principal of the same school. I’m thankful for the opportunity and the Board’s vote of confidence.”
Reese also serves as an adjunct instructor with Columbus State University, teaching online masters and specialist courses to graduate students in the Early Childhood Education Program. 
Hollis Hand Elementary School - Dr. Matthew Body

After serving as a high school English teacher in Gwinnett County for 12 years, Dr. Matthew Body is poised to oversee Hollis Hand Elementary School as the new principal. In addition to his time in the classroom, he has served as an instructional specialist and assistant principal with DeKalb and Newton counties. 
This past year, Dr. Body has become well known to Clearview Elementary parents and students while serving as the assistant principal where he provided leadership in curriculum, instruction, and day-to-day building operations. He said, “After my wife was offered a job at WellStar, I came to LaGrange. Troup County has a close knit community. There are benefits to that close-knit feel because when parents come into the schools, we know who they are. It helps us to better serve the students and families.” 
“Hollis Hand is an amazing school with a wonderful community and great tradition. I look forward to being a servant leader, ingratiating myself into the community, and getting to know the children and parents soon.”
Rosemont Elementary School - Mrs. Martie Hornsby

Mrs. Martie Hornsby has twelve years of educational experience working in TCSS. She has served as a high school social studies teacher, academic coach, and assistant principal. For the past two years, Mrs. Hornsby has served as the instructional specialist of Rosemont Elementary. “The Rosemont community is a special family. They wrap their arms around the school staff and link arms in whatever is best for our kids. Rosemont staff is truly like a family. Our students are precious and special,” said Hornsby.

Working through her excitement about the appointment, she stated, “I’m so excited to stay at Rosemont, be a part of the team, and see what happens next. The future is bright and there are just so many good things to come. I just know that there are.” 
About Troup County School System

Troup County School System is an accredited educational system with over 12,100 students in grades K-12. TCSS does offer a free Pre-K program at each elementary school. The system is comprised of eleven elementary schools, three middle schools, three high schools, one college and career academy, and one alternative learning center. Students within the school system are taught a rigorous and relevant curriculum that helps them make college and career choices beyond graduation and succeed in life. The system 2019 graduation rate is 86.6 percent. To learn more about Troup County School System, visit troup.org and the Troup County School System Facebook page. 
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